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the reader today. Three centuries before de Lesseps,
Champlain saw the possibilities of a canal through the
isthmus of Panama. When the Sieur de Poutrincourt,
commissioned by his sovereign, decided to undertake
the colonization of Acadia, in 1603, it was to Cham-
plain that he entrusted the task; in the following year
Champlain, again on de Poutrincourt's orders, founded
the first French colony in America, Port Royal. But
Champlain, who, in the wake of Carrier's ships, had
already sailed up the St. Lawrence as far as Hochelaga,
was drawn by the great river, and so, in 1608, Quebec
was born, at the foot of Cape Diamond.

The discovery of America had not put an end to the
voyages of discovery; Quebec, once founded, was to
serve for a long time only as a stopping place at one end
of the dangerous voyages which for a century and a
half were to bring to the city, in small groups, govern-
ment officials and soldiers of the king, nuns and
missionaries, workers and farmers, from Normandy,
from He de France, or from Saintonge. To the west, to
the south, and to the north, great wooded territories
offered the lure of the unknown and the bait of
treasures which awaited only the hand of man to
garner them. When the warm April sun had melted
the ice, the waterways sounded a clear call to the
adventurers. Perhaps, passing from one to another, a
bold man might reach the Southern or the Northern
Sea and so at last come to the Kingdom of China. For
exploration was not a matter of mere whim; it was an
imperious need ordained of politics or religious fervor,
even though, as happened more often than not, its end
result was only to the benefit of trade. While some
fared forth to discovery and adventure, extended wider